
 
 
 
 

Chairman’s Report 2017-18: 
 
We have had another hugely successful year and we can only attribute this to 
you all, Helen and I wish to thank you all, for all of your help and support. 
 
We have had a record breaking number of members this year with a total of 
20. We were lucky to be joined by 5 new members from last year’s reception 
class and welcome a further 3 new members already for this year Catharine 
Farley, Nicola Dagnall Hood and Jeremy Talbot.   Unfortunately we have sadly 
said goodbye to Jane Salmon this year, although she promises to still support 
and advise us on friends of matters but as we know once a Friend of Ardleigh 
St Marys Primary School always a friend of “there is no escape”!  
 
Thank you Kate Ruff and Catherine for giving up your time to undertake the 
playground first aid course which has been a useful adjunct to our team’s 
repertoire of talents! It would be useful if more of us could do this in the 
forthcoming year.  
Many of us enjoyed an interesting safeguarding update thanks to Ms Parker. 
 
I think I can safely say the children enjoyed the many friends of events that we 
held such as the Halloween party, AGT, Pancake breakfast, Cinema clubs, 
Easter egg hunts, Christmas / Summer fairs, ice-cream sales and the last day of 
term celebrations. 
 
We supported many of the school events again with refreshments which 
allowed us to be part of the school environment and boost our fund raising 
pot, enabling us to fulfil the friends of purchasing wish list of a new Football 
kit, team t-shirts, bunting, 3 picnic benches and our beloved gazebos which 
have been quite literally worth their weight in gold making it easier, less time 
consuming and frustrating for us to pitch.   
 
Emily will update us further on the friends of financial situation shortly.  
 
So thank you and we look forward to another busy fun-packed year ahead. 
 


